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GREAT GREEKS ABROAD

Vassilis Balaskas

ART SANS FRONTIERES

DESPITE HIS YOUNG AGE, BILL BALASKAS ALREADY HAS A SIGNIFICANT CAREER BEHIND HIM, AS
AN ARTIST OF THE WORLD WITH A GREEK HEART | [TAPATO NEAPO THL HAIKIAZ TOY, O BILL BALASKAS
EXEI MIA A=IOGAYMAZLTH NOPEIA KAI AHAQNEI KAAITEXNHL TOY KOXMOY ME EAAHNIKH KAPAIA.

his young artist from Thessaloniki was
selected at the age of 30, as one of the
4 most innovative young artists around

the world (ALICE People’s Voice Awards
2012), while his works have become known globally
through his participation in international as well as
7 solo exhibitions in Greece, England, Turkey and
Germany in the space of just 3 years. London kept
him close with 4 scholarships from the Royal Col-
lege of Art, while in 2012 he represented the UK at
the Cultural Olympiad and at last year's Eur. Cultural
Capital events in Maribor, Slovenia. While awaiting
the final results of the 2013 AUDI Art Award for the
most innovative young artist, Bill Balaskas speaks
about the evolution of art in Greece and his strong
ties with the home country.
How often are you in Greece?
| visit Greece at least two or three times a year for
afew weeks at a time to see my family and friends.
After London, which city would be your next stop?
Personally, Istanbul and professionally, New York.
Artist with an international career or Greek art-
ist abroad?
The most appropriate —and demanding - reply would
be ‘Greek artist abroad with an international career’.
Do you feel an ambassador of Greek culture?
To answer that question, one must first of all have a
quite strict definition of what Greek culture is. It pre-
supposes a prevailing narrative which, afterwards,
that person will be called on to serve. | don't per-
ceive culture through that kind of lens talking about
art and a culture that continues to evolve today.

Do you feel aninner need to promote your country? G REEC E [:U U I-D N UT
Iwouldn't call it an ‘inner need’ but a natural conse- B E ABSENT FRU M 'I'H E

quence of my identity. ‘Promotion’ has a useful and
positive role only to the extent that it gives meaning S U BJ ECTS | CH U USE
to a work. In other words you become an ambas-
sador when, first of all, you do your work well, not
when something becomes an end in itself.

How often do your works contain Greek elements?
In recent years, quite frequently. For example, my
recent solo exhibition at Kalfayan Galleries in Ath-
ens had a quintessentially ‘Greek’ character, since
those works investigated the cultural causes of the
crisis that Greece is now going through. Most of my
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works have a strongly political character: Greece
could not be absent from the subjects | choose.
How could Greek art be better promoted?

It could be promoted in a much better way if there
was, first of all, deeper artistic education, which
would increase the audience of art and, as a con-
sequence, support for artists. The most important
thing is to rid ourselves of certain deeply rooted at-
titudes which keep us slaves to our weaknesses.
There are possibilities for improvement, provid-
ed we are open to change and work together in a
substantial way. If the Greek visual arts scene is not
built on a solid foundation, then it will be impossi-
ble for us to have a strong international presence.
What is the connection between your recent ar-
tistic intervention on the facade of the Royal Col-
lege of Artin London and the exhibition The Mar-
ket Will Save the World in Istanbul?

Well, the exhibition in Istanbul ‘borrows’ its title from
the phrase on the banner which | used to cover the
facade of the Royal College of Art: The market will
save us’. Constantly dwindling support for public
education and the arts is a huge problem brought
by the crisis. The ironic and subversive meaning
behind the phrase on the banner is manifest also
in most of the works | am exhibiting at Kasa Gallery
in Istanbul. Indeed, the actual space of the gallery it-
selfis ideal for such an approach, since in the early
20th century it served as a bank vault.

Your plans for the future?

The preparation of three new works, which will be
exhibited for the first time at Art Cologne in Ger-
many in April in the framework of my nomination
for the AUDI Art Award.

La Tov kaAExvn and i Bgcoarovikn n dt-
€Bvng avayvwpton poldlel va eivat n agpe-
npia. £1a 30 xpdvia Tou Exel avaknpuxBel
€vag and Toug 4 nlo onPavitkoug avepxo-
MEVOUG KOMITEXVEG Tou KGopou (ALICE People’s
Voice Awards 2012), evdd ta €pya Tou €xouV Vivel
NayKOOM{wE yvwaotd, CUMUETEXOVTAG O OLEBVEIG EK-
B<oe1g aAd kat pe 7 atopikeg, and tnv EAMGda kat
v AyyAia péxpt tnv Toupkia kat tn leppavia, o 3
MONG xpdvia. To Aovdivo Tov Kpdtnoe Kovtd Tou e
4 unotpowieg and 1o Royal College of Art, eve 10
2012 eknpoawnnoe 1o Hv. BaciAelo otnv MoAtotiki
OAupndda kat otnv nepatvn Eup. MoAmotkn Mpw-
Telouoa ato Maribor tng XAoBeviag. Ev avapovn twv
anoTteAEOUATWY yLa TOV MO0 GNHAVTIKG VEO KAAATE-
xvn and ta AUDI Art Award 2013, o noAunpdypwv
Bill Balaskas piAG yia tnv €EEAEN TG TéXVNG otV
natpida Tou Kat yla Tov Loxupd 00O ToU HE auTh.
MNéoo ouxvd cag Bpickoupe otnv EAAGSa;
TouAdxwatov 2 pie 3 (POPEG T0 XPOVO, yia PEPIKEG £Rd0-
MGBEG va BAENW TNV OKOYEVELD KAl TOUG @IAOUG pou.
Mextd to Aovdivo, o nowa néAn Ba nnyaivare;
Me npoownikd Kptrpa, n KwvotavivounoAn, pe
enayyeAuatkd, katd ndoa nilBavétnta n Néa Yopkn.
KaMAwtéxvng pe Siebvi kapiépa n "EAAnvag kaA-
Atéxvng tou e§WTEPIKOU;
H nwo katd\AnAn —kat anatntiki— andvinon Ba
rtav <EMnvag KaATéxvng tou e€wTeptkoy e OL-
€0vn KaptEpar.
Nw@dBete npeoPeutic Tou EAANVIKOU NOATLIOHOU;
la va anavtioel kavelc, Ba Npénel Npwta va €xel
€vav apKeTa auotnpo opLopo Tou TLElvaL 0 EMNVIKOG
noAtopoG. MNpoUnoBetet tnv Unapén piag kupiapxng
agriynong, Tnv oro{a petd 8a kKAnBe{ va unnpetioeL.

ECANOMIE, 2011: Thessaloniki
French Institute, 3rd
Thessaloniki Biennale |

Aev avtAapBdvopat Tov noAtopd péoa and autd
70 npiopa. Méow pdArov, dtav HAGRE yia pia TExvN
Kat évav no\ttopd nou e€gAiooovtat oTo orpEepa.
AwBdveote, wWOT600, Hla EOWTEPIKN avdykn va
npoBdAAeTe Th X@dpa oag;

Ae Ba n XapaktpL{a e0WTEPIKA avaykn, aAAd @u-
OlKn andppota TG TautdtnTdg pJou. H npoBoAn €xel
XPNotpo Kat BeTiké pého pévo oto BaBud nou von-
patodotel va €pyo. Me dAAa Adyia, npeoBeutig vyi-
VETaL KAMNoLog 6tav, Katapxnv, KGvel KaAd tn douAeld
TOU Kat 6xt 61av KaBlotd kdtt autookono.

Méoo guxvd givat ta eNAnvikd otoxeia ota €pya oag;
Ta teAeutaia xpdvia, apketd ouxvd. Ma napddety-
Ha, n npdagatn atopikn pou €kBeon otig Kalfayan
Galleries, otnv ABriva, eixe €vav apywg EAMNVIKG
xapaktipa, KaBwg ta €pya nou napouciaoa die-
peuvoloav Ta NoAopIkd aitia Tng kpiong nou OL-
€pxetat onpepa n EANGSa. Ta €pya pou €xouv évav
€vtova NoAtké xapaktpa, ondéte n EMGda ¢ Ba
pnopouae va Asinel and ta B€uata nou enéyw.
Mg Ba pnopoltoe va npoBAnBei kaAUtepa n eA-
ANVIKA T€xvn otn Slebvi oknvi;

Oa pnopouce va npoBAnBel oAU kaAUtepa edv
UnApxe, NPWIa-npwta, BaButepn KAANTEXVIKA nal-
Oeia nou Ba al&ave 1o PAGTEXVO KOG Kal, KaTtd ou-
VENeLa, TNV unoatiptén npog toug KaAEXveG. To
Mo onpavikd Bewpw 6Tt eivat va anaAAayoupe and
kdnoteg Babid pilwpéveg vootponieg nou pag kpa-
10UV OE0LOUG TWV adUVAPLWY AG, va acte avol-
xtol oTlc aAayEG Kal va ouvepyaldpaaTe oucLaoTL-
Kd. Edv n eyxwpla elkaotikn oknvnh de xtiotel ndvw
o€ otépen Bdon, tote eivat aduvato va KatapEpou-
HE va €xoupe Loxupn dleBvr napouaia wg auvolo.
Mowa n oxéon g NP6c@aTng KAAMTEXVIKAG 0ag
nap€ppacng otnv npécoyn tou Royal College of
Art oo Aovdivo pe v €kBeon The «Market Will
Save the World» otnv KwvotavtivoinoAn;

Kat apxdg, n €kBeon tng KwvatavtvounoAng da-
veiletat Tov titho g and T gpdon tou banner pe
10 onoio kaAuYa v npdooyn tou Royal College of
Art: The market will save us (H ayopd Ba pag ow-
ogl). H oAoéva Kat petodpevn otiptén npog t dn-
p6oLa eknaideuon KaL TG T€XveG eival oAU onpavtt-
Ka npoBAnpata nou €gepe n kpion. H elpwvikn kat
UMOVOPEUTIKNA 81dBean nou xapaktnpiet tn @pdon
Tou banner gival €kdnAn kat ota neploodtepa angd
1a €pya nou ekBETw otnv Kasa Galeri tng Kwvota-
vivounoAng. MdAwta, o (610G 0 XWpPog NG YKOAE-
pl elvat 1BavIKGG yia pia T€tola Npoagyyton, Kabwg
NPOKEeLTal yla 1o ndAat noteé Bnoaupo@UAdKLO pag
Tpdnedag twv apxwv tou 200U awwva.

Ta ox£dud aag yia 1o pEAAOV;

Tpia véa €pya, nou Ba ekteBouv yia npwn popd otnv
Art Cologne, atn 'epuavia, Tov AnpiAo ota nAai-
ola g unoPn@Ldtntdg pou yia 1o AUDI Art Award.
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